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INVESTIGATING A CHILD ABUSE CASE

 Outcry Witnesses

 Medical Exam/Medical History

 Child Protective Services History

 Corroborating Evidence – interview of relatives, friends, 

teachers; school records, social media, diaries

 Search Warrants

 Controlled Phone Call



What in the investigation?

 School Records

 Primary Care Records

 Medical Evaluation Records

 Social Media Photos

 Diaries

 Speaking to other members of family

 Search Warrant Results



Process of Investigation
 Allegation is made

 Usually through child protective services

 Call goes to States central registry

 Dispatch to proper local agencies

 Child is Brought to a Child Advocacy Center

 Child is interviewed and assigned team members are observing and can ask questions 

through trained interviewer .

 Law Enforcement continue investigation

 L.E. may consult with Prosecutor to determine charges, if any.



Best Practices



Types of Disclosure

Outcry 

PurposefulAccidental



Child Advocacy Centers
 Child friendly setting

 All experts under one roof: 

NYPD Child Abuse Squad

ACS 

Specialized medical treatment 

Safe Horizon forensic interviewers

Safe Horizon services & counseling 

DA’s Office

 Avoids repeated interviews of children, reducing 

trauma to the victims and their families

 Videotaped interviews 



How it Works



A Moment On 

Statements by the Suspect

Sometimes, they deny the abuse but acknowledge something valuable to the case

Opportunity to commit the crime No axe to grind for the victim
A legitimate defense that we want 

to investigate

Sometimes, they give insane denials

E.g. IRT: She says you put her mouth on her vagina

•Suspect: No, no – she put her vagina on my mouth

Sometimes, they confess

I need help. She seduced me.



Controlled 
Communications



Always look 

for he 

“evidence”

 Medical Evaluation

 Photos

 Search Warrants

 Porn

 Recorded Acts

 Communications

 Grooming

 Opportunity

Ex) Perez



Outcomes for police 

investigations

Unounded Undetermined arrest



Penal law offenses

 Sexual Offense Crimes

 Know the elements



Keep up 
with 
Changes 
in the Law





Pre Suit-Investigations

What can 
we do

Why they 
work



Toolkit takeaways



 Collaborate early
 Be proactive



Why Does 
all this 
matter to 
Valuation?
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Common Myths in SML

"Look at these headlines!"

"These cases settle for millions."

"There's no real way to value a sexual abuse case."

"Runaway verdicts are the new normal!"



PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

Clarity & Methodology in SML

1.Framework
Provide analytical framework for 
evaluation sexual misconduct 
claims

2.Legal
Review legal bases for reducing 
damages claims

3.Historical Data
Identify relevant settlement 
history data points for use in 
negotiating resolutions

1.Scientific Data
Evaluate scientific data points 
available for reduction of 
damages

2.Reputation
Assess the value of reputational 
goodwill and its impact on 
settlement



SLIDING SCALE TO CONTROL VALUE

Joint Tortfeasor Laws

Sample Verdicts

Pre-Existing Factors

Categories of Sexual Acts

51%



JOINT TORTFEASOR LIABILITY

Joint tortfeasors: two or more persons whose negligence in a 
single accident or event causes damages to another

When two or more parties are jointly and severally liable for a tortious 
act, each party is independently liable for the full extent of injuries 
stemming from the tortious act

If a plaintiff wins a judgment against all defendants collectively, the plaintiff may 
collect the full value of the judgment from any one of the individual defendants

That defendant may then seek contribution from the other 
defendants.



KNOW YOUR JOINT TORTFEASOR JURISDICTION

Pennsylvania New Jersey New York



Pennsylvania: Fair Share Act
42 Pa.C.S.A. Section 7102

• A defendant will only be responsible to pay a 
portion of any judgment equal to that party's 
percentage of liability

• EXCEPTIONS:
• Strict joint and several liability applies to actions arising from a 

claim of an intentional tort, meaning that any one defendant who 
may be deemed liable would be responsible for the entire 
judgment

• A tortfeasor found 60% liable or more remains jointly and 
severally liable

• CONSIDER:
• Did your plaintiff's initial demand attempt to apportion liability 

between tortfeasors reasonably?

• Did negotiations occur with an assumption of illiquidity of the 
joint tortfeasor? If so, why?



New Jersey
N.J.S.A. 2A:15-5.2d

• A plaintiff is entitled to recover the full amount 
of the damages from a defendant found to be 
60% or more at fault.

• A plaintiff, however, may recover only that 
percentage of damages directly attributed to a 
defendant found to be less than 60% at fault.

• A defendant who pays more than his 
percentage share of an award may seek 
contribution from the other joint tortfeasors 
for the amount he has overpaid.



New York
C.P.L.R. Article 16

• Traditional rule that joint tortfeasors are jointly 
and severally liable to Plaintiff for the full amount 
of damages.

• In a personal injury action involving two or more 
tortfeasors, a defendant found to be 50% or less 
at fault is responsible only for its proportionate 
share of non-economic loss.

• Defendants remain jointly and severally liable for 
any economic loss.

• Most plaintiff-friendly of three- states surveyed.



JURISDICTION: SAMPLE VERDICTS
Pennsylvania

$8.3 Million

$135,723

50%



JURISDICTION: SAMPLE VERDICTS
Georgia

$8,100,000

$40,000

50%



Understanding the Data: the headline is not the whole story







OXYTOCIN:
the love hormone

• Neuropeptides are chemical messengers 
made of of small chains of amino acids that 
are synthesized and released by neurons

• Oxytocin is a hormone and neuropeptide 
produced in the hypothalamus

• The hypothalamus is the region of the 
forebrain below the thalamus which 
coordinates both autonomic and nervous 
system and the activity of the pituitary

• It controls things like body temperature, 
thirst, hunger, and other homeostatic 
systems, including sleep and emotional 
activity

• Oxytocin is released into the 

bloodstream upon physical touch, in 

particular during sex and childbirth

• It has physical and psychological 

effects, including influencing 

emotional, cognitive, and sexual 

behaviors

• What happens when this 

neurological bonding process is 

created by predatory, non-

consensual, or even violent 

touching?



Valuation Scale

Penetration

Touching

Frequency of Occurrence





Prevention & Crisis Management

PREVENTION

Institutional 
Education & 

Awareness

Updated & 
Implemented 
Policies

Early & Systematic 
Response

Safe Space 
Contacts to 
Encourage 
Reporting
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What We Do

• Market leader in mass tort valuation, liability forecasting and estimation

• Generally engaged in SA bankruptcy cases

─ Examples include BSA and USAG

• We provide a variety of services that include, but are not limited to:

─ Proof of Claim (POC) processing and standardization

─ Analysis based on processed POC data

─ Estimation modeling

─ Insurance allocation 

─ Mediation-related support

ConfidentialOctober 17, 2024



Proof of Claim processing

• Proof of Claim (POC) forms require claimants to provide information 

about their abuse, including:

─ Alleged abuser(s)

─ Allegation

─ Dates of abuse

─ Location(s) of abuse

• POCs generally allow survivors to provide information in an open-

ended, long-form text format

─ Difficult to easily utilize in analyses

─ Requires processing and standardization to generate a database that 

consistently reflects dates, allegations, names and more

▪ Complicated process that requires expertise

▪ Aim is to provide an accurate representation of the POC submissions

▪ Allows for ease of use in analyses and tabulations

• Duplicate analysis and evaluation of submissions v. unique claimants 

October 17, 2024 Confidential



Estimation modeling

• Our models are flexible scenario- and parameter-based tools, the inputs of which depend 

on the case

• We generally provide a range of estimates based on the standardized POC data

• Key parameters can include:

─ Allegation

─ Abuser information

─ Historical and comparable claim values

─ Extraordinary circumstances

• Our models calculate total amounts, as well as shares based on organizational 

responsibility, availability of insurance etc 

October 17, 2024 Confidential
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Allocating abuse settlements to insurance

• Trigger theory

• Occurrence definition

• Allocation law

• Coverage defenses

• Solvent vs. bankrupt defendant

46



Valuation factors’ affect on insurance coverage

• Higher values, all else equal → More coverage

• Institutional malfeasance → ???

• More incidents of  abuse → ???

• Prolonged period of  abuse → ???

• Distribution of  values → ???

47



More incidents of  abuse

• More incidents of  abuse typically would lead to higher valuation but could lead to 
less and/or different coverage if  per-incident occurrence definition is argued

48



Prolonged period of  abuse

• Prolonged period of  abuse typically would lead to higher valuation but could lead 
to less and/or different coverage depending on policy chart

49



Distribution of  values

• If  a per-claimant occurrence definition is argued how the total pot is split across 
claimants can affect coverage

50
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